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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to examine the role of humor style and motor skills in vulnerability to bullying. 729 adults responded to the
Humor Style Questionnaire (HSQ) and items retrospectively addressing their motor skills and bullying experiences during childhood. Consistent
with recent research, poorer motor skills were associated with a greater extent of having been bullied. An association between stronger motor
skills and affiliative humor was found, lending support to a shared biological basis theory underlying social and motor competency processes.
Most importantly, being bullied was associated with higher self-defeating humor and lower affiliative humor. This supports earlier theoretical
work by Klein and Kuiper (2006) and highlights the role that humor styles play in social interactions that can promote positive peer acceptance
and wellbeing.
Keywords: bullying, HSQ, humor styles, motor skills, peer acceptance

Europe's Journal of Psychology, 2014, Vol. 10(3), 480–491, doi:10.5964/ejop.v10i3.749
Received: 2014-01-20. Accepted: 2014-02-11. Published (VoR): 2014-08-13.
Handling Editor: Nicholas A. Kuiper, University of Western Ontario, London, Canada
*Corresponding author at: Department of Clinical Neuroscience, Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm 17177, Sweden. E-mail: stephanie.plenty@gmail.com
This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the
original work is properly cited.

Introduction
Bullying is a prevalent and worldwide phenomenon. Across European and North American countries prevalence
rates among school children range from approximately 5% to 30% (Currie et al., 2012). In Sweden almost 30%
of adults report having been bullied at some stage during school (Bejerot, Plenty, Humble, & Humble, 2013).
Bullying refers to repetitive actions involving intimidation, aggression or harassment against another person that
are characterised by a power imbalance (Olweus, 1993, 1994). These behaviours can be direct or indirect,
physical or verbal (Salmivalli, Huttunen, & Lagerspetz, 1997) and may be carried out by one or more persons
(Olweus, 1992). Bullying can have serious and long-term negative consequences for the targeted child’s health
and wellbeing (Arseneault, Bowes, & Shakoor, 2010; Copeland, Wolke, Angold, & Costello, 2013; Kumpulainen,
Räsänen, & Puura, 2001; Varhama & Björkqvist, 2005). To help understand how this harmful and complex problem
can be prevented, we ask why some individuals are more vulnerable to bullying than others.
Children perceived as unusual may be rejected by other children (Juvonen, 1991), as the most frequent reason
given by youth for someone being bullied is that ‘they didn’t fit in’ (Hoover, Oliver, & Hazler, 1992; Hoover, Oliver,
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& Thomson, 1993). Consistent with this, deficiencies in social competence are common amongst bullied children
(Fox & Boulton, 2005; Kaltiala-Heino, Rimpelä, Rantanen, & Rimpelä, 2000; Olweus, 1992; Perren & Alsaker,
2006; Varhama & Björkqvist, 2005). Having physical features signalling difference are also more commonly observed
amongst bullied children than other children. For instance, physical cues such as being overweight (Lumeng,
Forrest, Appugliese, Kaciroti, Corwyn, & Bradley, 2010) or belonging to an ethnic minority (Hjern, Rajmil, Bergström,
Berlin, Gustafsson, & Modin, 2013) are acknowledged risk factors. A growing body of evidence also points to
below average motor skills and an increased likelihood of bullying (Bejerot, Edgar, & Humble, 2011; Bejerot &
Humble, 2007, 2013; Bejerot et al., 2013). Movements that are poorly integrated or motor responses not accurately
tuned to the social situation may be interpreted by others as socially inept or ‘awkward’. Interestingly, perceptions
of social incompetence and atypical physical features are related. Bierman, Smoot, and Aumiller (1993) found
that peer-ratings of physical atypicality (e.g., handicaps and oddness in behavior) and social insensitivity formed
a common factor on which nonaggressive rejected children scored particularly high. Evolutionary mechanisms
have been suggested to play a role in explaining why children with certain characteristics may be targeted rather
than others (Volk, Camilleri, Dane, & Marini, 2012). Bullies are often psychologically and physically stronger than
victims (Juvonen, Graham, & Schuster, 2003) and bullying actions demonstrate a desire for social influence and
power. Thus, individuals that present ‘differently’ or as being more fragile and submissive, whether socially or
physically, may be at increased risk for bullying by others who strive for dominance (Bierman, Smoot, & Aumiller,
1993).
Social competence involves a variety of skills that assist in managing social interactions in a functional way
(Cavell, 1990; Cavell, Meehan, & Fiala, 2003) and a key social strategy is to use humor. The appropriate use of
humor helps foster social acceptance by facilitating positive interactions and promoting relationship development
(Klein & Kuiper, 2006; Yip & Martin, 2006), thereby contributing to emotional health and wellbeing (Martin, 2007).
The Humor Style Questionnaire (HSQ) is a self-rated scale designed to describe the humor style an individual
tends to use (Martin, Puhlik-Doris, Larsen, Gray, & Weir, 2003). It examines four styles: self-enhancing, affiliative
self-defeating and aggressive. The self-enhancing style represents a generally humorous outlook and tendency
to apply a humorous perspective during adverse situations, as well as taking others’ perspectives. This humor
style minimises negative emotions while retaining a realistic view of a potentially unpleasant situation (Martin et
al., 2003). The affiliative humor style tends to apply jokes, witty banter and funny comments to entertain others
and enhance relationships. Although it may involve self-depreciating humor, this is done while also maintaining
self-acceptance. The self-defeating humor style aims to promote interpersonal affiliation but at one's own expense,
denying one’s emotional needs (Fabrizi & Pollio, 1987; Martin et al., 2003). The aggressive humor style functions
to enhance one’s self-image at the expense of others, often in front of an audience.
Both the self-enhancing and affiliative styles are generally ‘adaptive’ approaches that use humor in a tolerant and
accepting manner both towards oneself and others. They are both associated with greater positive mood, selfesteem and relationship building (Cann, Norman, Welbourne, & Calhoun, 2008; Kuiper, Grimshaw, Leite, & Kirsh,
2004). However, affiliative has stronger links with social self-esteem, while self-enhancing is more relevant to reduced anxiety and negative affect (Kuiper et al., 2004). These two positive humor styles have been shown to be
positively associated with greater interpersonal competence in general (Yip & Martin, 2006). In contrast, the selfdefeating and aggressive styles present generally ‘maladaptive’ approaches by using humor in a derogatory
manner, either at one's own or someone else's expense (Klein & Kuiper, 2006) and are negatively associated
with socially adaptive behaviour. Both are associated with neuroticism and relationship dissatisfaction, while the
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former promotes ridicule and is more common among individuals who feel lonely (Fitts, Sebby, & Zlokovich, 2009)
and socially uncertain (Kuiper & McHale, 2009), the latter tends to alienate people (Martin et al., 2003).
Klein and Kuiper (2006) argue for mutually reinforcing interactions between humor styles and bullying dynamics.
They suggest that affiliative humor should align with peer acceptance and thus be negatively associated with
bullying. This may be explained through two complementary mechanisms: (a) children who skilfully use affiliative
humor are more likely to be popular and are therefore at a lower risk of victimisation and (b) socially excluded
children have less opportunity to develop such humor skills. In contrast, self-defeating humor is likely to be positively
associated with being bullied because targeted children may have lower self-esteem and learn to allow others to
laugh at their expense. Furthermore, “victims of bullying may lack the abilities to effectively use a variety of humor
styles, and thus rely primarily on a self-defeating humor style” (p. 398). Thus, a tendency to use affiliative humor
styles and avoid self-defeating humor may promote social interaction skills, presumably reducing the risk of bullying.
Positive humor styles, particularly affiliative humor, requires good timing abilities related to tone of voice, prosody,
facial expression, gestures, eye glance and turn-taking during conversation, etc. Similar to other forms of successful
social interaction, positive humor involves the application of sensorimotor integration (Velasques et al., 2011).
The cerebellum is a region of the brain that is important for gross motor skills, but also contributes to sensorimotor
coordination, exactness, accurate timing, and also calibrating sensorimotor information from other brain areas
(Ivry, Spencer, Zelaznik, & Diedrichsen, 2002; Spencer, Ivry, & Zelaznik, 2005). It is thought that deficiencies in
social skills may be related to impairments in these fine-tuned cerebellar functions (Rogers et al., 2013). Accordingly,
links between poor gross motor skills and poor social skills have been observed in clinical populations (Reiersen,
Constantino, & Todd, 2008; Valera et al., 2010; Zelaznik et al., 2012). For example, almost all children with autism
spectrum disorder demonstrate both poor motor skills and poor social skills. Autistic children also show poor humor
competence (Asperger, 1991; Weiss et al., 2013). Amongst the non-clinical adult population, autistic traits are
associated with weaker adaptive humor tendencies (Eriksson, 2013; Rawlings, 2013). As positive humor is linked
with social competence, we propose that in a nonclinical adult population a shared biological basis between social
and motor skills may be represented by poor motor skills and the low use of positive humor.
The Current Study
By understanding the risk factors for bullying, we can promote wellbeing through enhanced efforts to prevent this
harmful behaviour. Within the broad risk factors of atypicality and social incompetence, our study focuses on
motor skills and humor styles. Based upon Klein and Kuiper’s (2006) suggestions, we expect different humor
styles to show distinct patterns with peer acceptance, as represented by bullying. Although it has been suggested
that self-defeating humor styles may increase the likelihood of bullying and affiliative humor may decrease the
likelihood (Klein & Kuiper, 2006), no prior empirical research has investigated this link. This is therefore a key aim
of the current study. A second aim is to shed more light on the recently identified association between being bullied
and poor motor skills (Bejerot & Humble, 2013; Bejerot et al., 2013). The third aim is to theoretically investigate
the proposed biological link between motor and social skills in a nonclinical population by using adaptive humor
as a proxy for social skills. It will consider if poorer motor skills are associated with less socially ‘adaptive’ humor
(i.e., affiliative and self-enhancing). Analyses will be conducted on women and men separately so that the extent
of any gender differences can be observed. Additionally, as this is the first application of the HSQ in a Swedish
population, the basic psychometric properties of this scale will also briefly be examined.
The following four hypotheses will be examined:
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H1: Stronger motor skills are expected to be negatively associated with being bullied.
H2: Stronger motor skills are expected to be positively associated with adaptive humor.
H3: A greater tendency to use affiliative humor will be negatively associated with experience of being bullied.
H4: A greater tendency to use self-defeating humor will be positively associated with experience of being bullied.

Method
Participants and Procedure
Participants comprised of 729 Swedish health care workers who attended a one-day training course during 2011.
The final sample with complete data (n = 626, 86% of original sample) consisted of 498 women (68.3%) and 97
men (13.3%) (31 cases were missing gender information), with an age range of 18 to 69 years (mean age = 46
years). During the day, questionnaires were distributed and participants were invited to participate in an anonymous
questionnaire. They were told that the study addressed coping approaches and that participation was voluntary.
Questionnaires were completed at a time of participants’ choosing and collected at the end of the day. In appreciation of their contribution, they were offered the chance to win a book gift voucher. Under Swedish law, formal
ethical approval is not required for research methods using anonymous self-rated questionnaires (Riksdagen, law
2003:460).
Measures
The ‘Humor Styles Questionnaire’ (Martin, Puhlik-Doris, Larsen, Gray, & Weir, 2003) was translated to Swedish
for this study. The instrument’s author, Rod Martin approved the re-translation back to English. The HSQ comprises
of 32 statements intended to represent four styles of humor: aggressive (e.g., ‘If someone makes a mistake, I will
often tease them about it’), self-defeating (e.g., ‘I let people laugh at me or make fun at my expense more than I
should’), self-enhancing (e.g., ‘My humorous outlook on life helps me to not get too upset or depressed about
things) and affiliative (e.g., ‘I laugh and joke a lot with my closest friends’), with eight items for each subscale.
Participants indicate to what extent they agree or disagree with each statement along a seven-point Likert scale
(1 = strongly disagree, 7 = agree completely). Scores for each subscale were calculated by summing participants’
responses (after reverse-coding some items according to the HSQ coding scheme). Missing responses were replaced by mean replacement using items within the same subscale. Cases missing three or more responses
within a subscale were removed from further analysis. The HSQ has previously shown good validity and psychometric properties amongst North American adolescents and young adults (For example, Eriksson, 2013; Erickson
& Feldstein, 2007; Frewen, Brinker, Martin, & Dozois, 2008; Hampes, 2010; Hodson, MacInnis, & Rush, 2010).
Participants indicated their age and gender. Two items also addressed their motor skills and experiences of being
bullied during their school years. Response options were along the same seven-point scale as the HSQ items
ranging from strongly disagree to agree completely.
1. Experience of being bullied: ‘I was bullied by other children in school, i.e., I was exposed, repeatedly over
time, to negative actions by one or more persons during my school days’.
2. Motor skills: ‘I was considered good at physical education in school, i.e., regarding motor smoothness,
coordination and ball skills’.
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Results
Descriptive Statistics
The HSQ scale reliabilities and correlations are presented in Table 1. Strong internal reliability was observed for
all scales. The two positive styles (affiliative and self-enhancing) were most strongly correlated with each other
and the two negative styles (aggressive and self-defeating) were most strongly correlated with each other, consistent with correlation patterns observed in previous research using the HSQ (Fitts et al., 2009; Kuiper et al.,
2004; Martin et al., 2003). Male and female showed a generally similar pattern of correlations. As shown in Table
2, while no gender differences were observed in affiliative and self-enhancing humor scores, men scored higher
than women on both aggressive and self-defeating humor, as well as on self-reported motor skills and experience
of being bullied (marginally significant).
Table 1
Cronbach’s Alphas and Correlations Amongst the Humor Subscale
Subscale

Affiliative

Self-Enhancing

Aggressive

Self-Defeating

.77
.34***
.10*
.20***
Affiliative
.40***
.74
.06
.17***
Self-Enhancing
.07
-.02
.63
.38***
Aggressive
.08
.15
.41***
.78
Self-Defeating
Note. Cronbach’s alphas presented on the diagonal; Female correlations in the upper triangle; Male correlations in the lower triangle.
**p < .01. ***p < .001.

Table 2
Descriptive Statistics by Gender
Measure
a

Affiliative

a

Self-Enhancing
a

Aggressive

a

Self-Defeating
b

Bullied

b

Motor skills

Note. 498 females and 97 males.
a
t-tests. bMann-Whitney U tests.
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Gender

Mean

SD

p

Female
Male

43.0
44.0

7.1
6.0

.19

Female
Male

34.5
36.0

7.6
7.1

.09

Female
Male

22.9
26.0

6.6
7.5

<.001

Female
Male

23.4
26.0

8.1
8.4

<.001

Female
Male

2.3
2.6

1.9
1.9

.02

Female
Male

4.4
5.0

2.1
2.0

.007
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Associations Between Humor Style, Motor Skills and Bullying
As predicted, a negative correlation was observed between motor skills and being bullied, rS = -.23, p < .001. This
was observed for both men (rS = -.23) and women (rS = -.26) separately. Table 3 presents correlations of motor
skills and being bullied with the four humor styles. Overall, those who reported stronger motor skills also tended
to score higher on affiliative and self-enhancing humor. However, when considering only women, motor skills
were significantly associated with all four humor styles. Greater affiliative and self-enhancing humor were both
associated with better motor skills, whereas higher aggressive and self-defeating humor were associated with
poorer motor skills. Amongst males, no significant correlations between motor skills and the humor styles were
observed, although there was a weak trend for higher aggressive humor to be associated with better motor skills.
For both genders, a greater experience of being bullied was associated with lower affiliative humor and greater
self-defeating humor.
Table 3
Correlations for Good Motor Skills and Being Bullied With HSQ
Sample

Affiliative

Self-Enhancing

Aggressive

Self-Defeating

All

Motor Skills
Bullied

.13**
-.12**

.11**
.03

-.06
.10*

-.06
.22***

Female

Motor Skills
Bullied

.14**
-.12**

.12**
.01

-.11*
.11*

-.09*
.26***

Male

Motor Skills

.09

Bullied

†

-.17

†

-.01

.19

.07

.08

.03

.12

Note. 498 females and 97 males
†
p < .1. *p < .05. **p < .01. ***p < .001. Spearman correlations.

Table 4 presents results from a multivariate regression predicting being bullied from motor skills and humor styles.
Being bullied was uniquely predicted by weaker motor skills, lower affiliative, as well as greater self-defeating
humor, and to a lesser extent self-enhancing humor. The gender specific analyses however, showed some key
differences. While motor skills, self-defeating humor and affiliative humor predicted being bullied amongst females,
affiliative humor was the only significant predictor of having being bullied amongst males.
Table 4
Multivariate Regression Predicting Being Bullied
Risk factor

All

Motor Skills
Affiliative Humor
Self-Enhancing Humor
Aggressive Humor
Self-Defeating Humor

-.20***
-.16***
.10*
-.01
.19***

2

R

.10

Female

Male

-.23***
-.14**
.09
-.03
.21***

-.17
-.26*
.18
.05
.10

.11

*p < .05. **p < .01. ***p < .001. Standardized coefficients presented. p-values are based on 5,000 bootstrap samples.
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Discussion
This study examined the role of humor styles and motor skills in understanding vulnerability to bullying. Poorer
motor skills were associated with weaker adaptive humor. As expected, greater self-defeating humor and lower
affiliative humor, as well as poorer motor skills significantly predicted having been bullied. However, self-enhancing
and aggressive humor showed few associations with being bullied.
A greater tendency to use maladaptive humor, particularly self-defeating humor was associated with having been
bullied. Thus, the findings are consistent with Klein and Kuiper’s (2006) suggestion that bullied children and adolescents are likely to use self-defeating humor to a greater extent than children who are not bullied. Greater use
of this humor approach also aligns with previous observations of greater submissive and avoidance behavior
amongst bullied individuals (Fox & Boulton, 2005; Perren & Alsaker, 2006). Using self-defeating humor to promote
relationships with others, risks promoting a negative self-image and increasing perceived vulnerability among
peers (Klein & Kuiper, 2006). Furthermore, potentially negative outcomes of this humor style may be compounded
because individuals who tend to use self-defeating humor, may have a lower propensity to use adaptive humor
styles (Fitts et al., 2009). Individuals may benefit from understanding how reducing the use of self-defeating humor
can promote both self-respect and inter-personal respect. Bullied women in the current study also showed a
slightly greater tendency to use aggressive humor than non-bullied women. Although aggressive humor may
represent an attempt towards adaptive humor, or to defend oneself, it may exacerbate a victim's vulnerability, by
contributing to further social alienation (Fitts et al., 2009). As maladaptive humor styles are more common among
males than females (Martin et al., 2003), females that present an aggressive humor style signal atypical behavior,
which is regarded as being perceived as ‘different’. According to evolutionary processes this atypical gender-typed
behaviour may be perceived as being ‘different’ or ‘weak’ by peers seeking social dominance. Furthermore, aggressive humor is probably more relevant to characterising bully-victims, rather than victims of bullying, as this
humor style can work to lower another individual’s status within a group (Klein & Kuiper, 2006). Another gender
difference of note was of a weak trend for males between greater motor skills and aggressive humor, whereas
the opposite pattern was observed for females. This is consistent with previous research finding that superior
motor skills are associated with being a bully in boys, but not in girls (Jansen, Veenstra, Ormel, Verhulst, & Reijneveld, 2011).
Consistent with expectations, the tendency to use affiliative humor was greater amongst individuals with lower
levels of bullying. This humor style is associated with taking the initiative in relationship building and also managing
social conflict (Martin et al., 2003). Individuals with this tendency are more likely to involve themselves in social
contexts that promote functional interpersonal relationships ( Yip & Martin, 2006). Thus, learning to apply this type
of skill, particularly in combination with the minimization of maladaptive humor (i.e., self-defeating humor) (Klein
& Kuiper, 2006; Martin et al., 2003) could be very useful for individuals at risk of social exclusion (Klein & Kuiper,
2006). Unexpectedly, self-enhancing humor showed weak positive associations with being bullied. It should be
noted that unlike self-enhancing humor, the proposed mechanisms underlying the link between affiliative humor
and bullying are based on social interaction. In this sense, being bullied may not impede the development of selfenhancing humor and it is possible that socially exclusion may actually provide individuals with more opportunities
to develop self-enhancing humor.
This study also indirectly tested a proposed biological basis underlying social and motor deficits. As strong motor
skills were positively associated with adaptive humor, the findings lend theoretical support to this proposal. A
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range of fine-tuned motor skills (e.g., timing and facial expression) are required in adaptive humor and these
presumably stem from cerebellar functions. This is the same brain region that performs gross and fine motor
functions. These results extend previous research reporting links between poor gross motor skills and poor social
skills amongst clinical populations (Reiersen, Constantino, & Todd, 2008; Valera et al., 2010; Zelaznik et al., 2012)
to non-clinical adult populations and demonstrate the complex skill processes required for adaptive humor.
We do not argue that it is the poor use of humor or motor skills per se that causes bullying. Rather, we suggest
that individuals with limited use of affiliative humor, and greater use of self-defeating humor may be generally
perceived as less socially competent than others. As the type of humor style an individual tends to use is related
to broader social competence and communication abilities (Martin et al., 2003), it may reflect a general perception
of ‘being’ different, which makes certain individuals more vulnerable to bullying than others. Similarly, poor motor
skills can represent atypical physical features that signal difference and perhaps fragility. Poorly timed or coordinated
motor responses may be perceived by others (even at an unconscious level) as social awkwardness or ‘oddness’,
reducing their likeability and therefore lead to an increased risk of being bullying.
This was the first study to apply the HSQ within a Swedish population. Furthermore, it involved a large (mostly
female) adult sample who were not university students and supported previous research showing good reliability
and validity of the HSQ four scales (Martin et al., 2003; Kazarian & Martin, 2004; Saroglou & Scariot, 2002).
However, the findings must be interpreted with consideration of the sample’s gender imbalance, and are thus
more applicable to women. Although some patterns specific to men (such as a trend between stronger motor
skills and more aggressive humor) were observed, most findings for bullying were in a similar direction to those
for women, albeit non-significant, presumably due to sample size limitations. A larger sample with greater statistical power is needed to replicate and validate these gender specific findings. Furthermore, as the current study
used retrospective measures of bullying, the causal pathway between humor styles and vulnerability to bullying
was not tested. It is likely that the relationship between humor and bullying is bidirectional, as bullying can also
perpetuate social difficulties (Hodges & Perry, 1999). Since the development of social skills, including the use of
humor, is fostered by a safe and positive climate (Klein & Kuiper, 2006), victimised individuals may develop further
difficulties in developing broader and appropriate humor skills (i.e., affiliative humor).
This study investigated risk factors for bullying stemming from physical atypicality and social incompetence. It
was the first study to investigate humor styles and bullying and in doing so demonstrated an increased likelihood
of having been bullied with greater use of self-defeating humor and lower affiliative humor. The findings also
support a growing body of literature indicating a link between poor motor skills and an increased risk of bullying.
Furthermore, the shared biological basis hypothesis regarding social competency and motor skills was supported.
Individuals tend to use a range of humor styles (Klein & Kuiper, 2006) and so self-defeating and aggressive humor
may be used on occasion. However a greater tendency towards affiliative humor is more closely associated with
social acceptance. Thus, the current findings highlight the role that humor styles can play in promoting wellbeing
through adaptive social interaction.

Funding
This study was partly financed by funding Susanne Bejerot received from the Swedish Research Council; contract grant
number: 523-2011-3646.

Europe's Journal of Psychology
2014, Vol. 10(3), 480–491
doi:10.5964/ejop.v10i3.749

Humor Styles and Motor Skills: Vulnerability to Bullying

488

Competing Interests
The authors have declared that no competing interests exist.

Acknowledgments
We would like to thank Seija Hiltunen for her contributions to the background section.

References
Asperger, H. (1991). 'Autistic psychopathy' in childhood. In U. Frith (Ed. & Trans.), Autism and Asperger syndrome (pp. 37-92).
Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press. (Original work published 1944)
Arseneault, L., Bowes, L., & Shakoor, S. (2010). Bullying victimization in youths and mental health problems: 'Much ado about
nothing'? Psychological Medicine, 40(5), 717-729. doi:10.1017/S0033291709991383
Bejerot, S., Edgar, J., & Humble, M. B. (2011). Poor performance in physical education: A risk factor for bully victimization: A
case-control study. Acta Paediatrica, 100(3), 413-419. doi:10.1111/j.1651-2227.2010.02016.x
Bejerot, S., & Humble, M. B. (2007). Relevance of motor skill problems in victims of bullying. Pediatrics, 120(5), 1226-1227.
doi:10.1542/peds.2007-2187
Bejerot, S., & Humble, M. B. (2013). Childhood clumsiness and peer victimization: A case-control study of psychiatric patients.
BMC Psychiatry, 13, Article 68. doi:10.1186/1471-244X-13-68
Bejerot, S., Plenty, S., Humble, A., & Humble, M. B. (2013). Poor motor skills: A risk marker for bully victimization. Aggressive
Behavior, 39(6), 453-461.
Bierman, K. L., Smoot, D. L., & Aumiller, K. (1993). Characteristics of aggressive-rejected, aggressive (nonrejected), and
rejected (nonaggressive) Boys. Child Development, 64, 139-151. doi:10.2307/1131442
Cann, A., Norman, M. A., Welbourne, J. L., & Calhoun, L. G. (2008). Attachment styles, conflict styles and humour styles:
Interrelationships and associations with relationship satisfaction. European Journal of Personality, 22, 131-146.
doi:10.1002/per.666
Cavell, T. A. (1990). Social adjustment, social performance, and social skills: A tri-component model of social competence.
Journal of Clinical Child Psychology, 19, 111-122. doi:10.1207/s15374424jccp1902_2
Cavell, T., Meehan, B., & Fiala, S. (2003). Assessing social competence in children and adolescents. In C. R. Reynolds & R.
W. Kamphaus (Eds.), Handbook of psychological and educational assessment of children: Personality, behavior, and
context (2nd ed., pp. 433-454). New York, NY: Guilford.
Copeland, W. E., Wolke, D., Angold, A., & Costello, E. J. (2013). Adult psychiatric outcomes of bullying and being bullied by
peers in childhood and adolescence. JAMA Psychiatry, 70, 419-426. doi:10.1001/jamapsychiatry.2013.504
Currie, C., Zanotti, C., Morgan, A., Currie, D., de Looze, M., Roberts, C., … Barnekow, V. (2012). Social determinants of health
and well-being among young people: Health behaviour in school-aged children (HBSC) study: International report from
the 2009/2010 survey. Retrieved from WHO Regional Office for Europe website:
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/163857/Social-determinants-of-health-and-well-beingamong-young-people.pdf

Europe's Journal of Psychology
2014, Vol. 10(3), 480–491
doi:10.5964/ejop.v10i3.749

Plenty, Bejerot, & Eriksson

489

Erickson, S. J., & Feldstein, S. W. (2007). Adolescent humor and its relationship to coping, defense strategies, psychological
distress, and well-being. Child Psychiatry and Human Development, 37, 255-271. doi:10.1007/s10578-006-0034-5
Eriksson, K. (2013). Autism-spectrum traits predict humor styles in the general population. HUMOR: International Journal of
Humor Research, 26(3), 461-475.
Fabrizi, M. S., & Pollio, H. R. (1987). A naturalistic study of humorous activity in a third, seventh, and eleventh grade classroom.
Merrill-Palmer Quarterly, 33, 107-128.
Fitts, S. D., Sebby, R. A., & Zlokovich, M. S. (2009). Humor styles as mediators of the shyness-loneliness relationship. North
American Journal of Psychology, 11(2), 257-271.
Fox, C. L., & Boulton, M. J. (2005). The social skills problems of victims of bullying: Self, peer and teacher perceptions. British
Journal of Educational Psychology, 75(2), 313-328. doi:10.1348/000709905X25517
Frewen, P. A., Brinker, J., Martin, R. A., & Dozois, D. J. A. (2008). Humor styles and personality-vulnerability to depression.
HUMOR: International Journal of Humor Research, 21, 179-195. doi:10.1515/HUMOR.2008.009
Hampes, W. P. (2010). The relation between humor styles and empathy. Europe's Journal of Psychology, 3, 34-45.
Hjern, A., Rajmil, L., Bergström, M., Berlin, M., Gustafsson, P. A., & Modin, B. (2013). Migrant density and well-being: A national
school survey of 15-year-olds in Sweden. European Journal of Public Health, 23(5), 823-828. doi:10.1093/eurpub/ckt106
Hodges, E. V. E., & Perry, D. G. (1999). Personal and interpersonal antecedents and consequences of victimization by peers.
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 76(4), 677-685. doi:10.1037/0022-3514.76.4.677
Hodson, G., MacInnis, C. C., & Rush, J. (2010). Prejudice-relevant correlates of humor temperaments and humor styles.
Personality and Individual Differences, 49, 546-549. doi:10.1016/j.paid.2010.05.016
Hoover, J. H., Oliver, R. L., & Hazler, R. J. (1992). Bullying: Perceptions of adolescent victims in the Midwestern USA. School
Psychology International, 13, 5-16. doi:10.1177/0143034392131001
Hoover, J. H., Oliver, R. L., & Thomson, K. A. (1993). Perceived victimization by school bullies: New research and future
direction. The Journal of Humanistic Education and Development, 32, 76-84. doi:10.1002/j.2164-4683.1993.tb00133.x
Ivry, R. B., Spencer, R. M., Zelaznik, H. N., & Diedrichsen, J. (2002). The cerebellum and event timing. Annals of the New
York Academy of Sciences, 978, 302-317. doi:10.1111/j.1749-6632.2002.tb07576.x
Jansen, D. E. M. C., Veenstra, R., Ormel, J., Verhulst, F. C., & Reijneveld, S. A. (2011). Early risk factors for being a bully,
victim, or bully/victim in late elementary and early secondary education: The longitudinal TRAILS study. BMC Public Health,
11, Article 440. doi:10.1186/1471-2458-11-440
Juvonen, J. (1991). Deviance, perceived responsibility, and negative peer reactions. Developmental Psychology, 27, 672-681.
doi:10.1037/0012-1649.27.4.672
Juvonen, J., Graham, S., & Schuster, M. A. (2003). Bullying among young adolescents: The strong, the weak, and the troubled.
Pediatrics, 112, 1231-1237. doi:10.1542/peds.112.6.1231
Kaltiala-Heino, R., Rimpelä, M., Rantanen, P., & Rimpelä, A. (2000). Bullying at school: An indicator of adolescents at risk for
mental disorders. Journal of Adolescence, 23, 661-674. doi:10.1006/jado.2000.0351

Europe's Journal of Psychology
2014, Vol. 10(3), 480–491
doi:10.5964/ejop.v10i3.749

Humor Styles and Motor Skills: Vulnerability to Bullying

490

Kazarian, S. S., & Martin, R. A. (2004). Humour styles, personality, and well-being among Lebanese university students.
European Journal of Personality, 18, 209-219. doi:10.1002/per.505
Klein, D. N., & Kuiper, N. A. (2006). Humor styles, peer relationships, and bullying in middle childhood. HUMOR: International
Journal of Humor Research, 19(4), 383-404. doi:10.1515/HUMOR.2006.019
Kuiper, N. A., Grimshaw, M., Leite, C., & Kirsh, G. (2004). Humor is not always the best medicine: Specific components of
sense of humor and psychological well-being. HUMOR: International Journal of Humor Research, 17(1-2), 135-168.
doi:10.1515/humr.2004.002
Kuiper, N. A., & McHale, N. (2009). Humor styles as mediators between self-evaluative standards and psychological well-being.
The Journal of Psychology, 143(4), 359-376. doi:10.3200/JRLP.143.4.359-376
Kumpulainen, K., Räsänen, E., & Puura, K. (2001). Psychiatric disorders and the use of mental health services among children
involved in bullying. Aggressive Behavior, 27, 102-110. doi:10.1002/ab.3
Lumeng, J. C., Forrest, P., Appugliese, D. P., Kaciroti, N., Corwyn, R. F., & Bradley, R. H. (2010). Weight status as a predictor
of being bullied in third through sixth grades. Pediatrics, 125(6), e1301-e1307. doi:10.1542/peds.2009-0774
Martin, R. A. (2007). The psychology of humor: An integrative approach (1st ed.). Burlington, MA: Elsevier Academic Press.
Martin, R. A., Puhlik-Doris, P., Larsen, G., Gray, J., & Weir, K. (2003). Individual differences in uses of humor and their relation
to psychological well-being: Development of the Humor Styles Questionnaire. Journal of Research in Personality, 37,
48-75. doi:10.1016/S0092-6566(02)00534-2
Olweus, D. (1992). Bullying among schoolchildren: Intervention and prevention. In R. D. V. Peters, R. J. McMahon, and V. L.
Quinsey (Eds.), Aggression and violence throughout the life span (pp. 100-125). Newbury Park, CA: Sage.
Olweus, D. (1993). Bullying at school. Cambridge, MA: Blackwell.
Olweus, D. (1994). Bullying at school: Basic facts and effects of a school based intervention program. Journal of Child
Psychology and Psychiatry, and Allied Disciplines, 35, 1171-1190. doi:10.1111/j.1469-7610.1994.tb01229.x
Perren, S., & Alsaker, F. D. (2006). Social behaviour and peer relationships of victims, bully victims and bullies in kindergarten.
Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry, and Allied Disciplines, 47, 45-57. doi:10.1111/j.1469-7610.2005.01445.x
Rawlings, D. (2013). Humor preference and the Autism Quotient in an undergraduate sample. HUMOR: International Journal
of Humor Research, 26(3), 411-421.
Reiersen, A. M., Constantino, J. N., & Todd, R. D. (2008). Co-occurrence of motor problems and autistic symptoms in
attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder. Journal of the American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry, 47, 662-672.
doi:10.1097/CHI.0b013e31816bff88
Riksdagen law (2003:460). Retrieved from
http://www.riksdagen.se/sv/Dokument-Lagar/Lagar/Svenskforfattningssamling/Lag-1991115-om-atgarder-i-f_sfs1991-115/?bet=1991:115
Rogers, T. D., McKimm, E., Dickson, P. E., Goldowitz, D., Blaha, C. D., & Mittleman, G. (2013). Is autism a disease of the
cerebellum? An integration of clinical and pre-clinical research. Frontiers in Systems Neuroscience, 7, Article 15.
doi:10.3389/fnsys.2013.00015

Europe's Journal of Psychology
2014, Vol. 10(3), 480–491
doi:10.5964/ejop.v10i3.749

Plenty, Bejerot, & Eriksson

491

Salmivalli, C., Huttunen, A., & Lagerspetz, K. M. J. (1997). Peer networks and bullying in schools. Scandinavian Journal of
Psychology, 38, 305-312. doi:10.1111/1467-9450.00040
Saroglou, V., & Scariot, C. (2002). Humor Styles Questionnaire: Personality and educational correlates in Belgian high school
and college students. European Journal of Personality, 16, 43-54. doi:10.1002/per.430
Spencer, R. M., Ivry, R. B., & Zelaznik, H. N. (2005). Role of the cerebellum in movements: Control of timing or movement
transitions? Experimental Brain Research, 161(3), 383-396. doi:10.1007/s00221-004-2088-6
Valera, E. M., Spencer, R. M. C., Zeffiro, T. A., Makris, N., Spencer, T. J., Faraone, S. V., . . . Seidman, L. J. (2010). Neural
substrates of impaired sensorimotor timing in adult attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder. Biological Psychiatry, 68(4),
359-367. doi:10.1016/j.biopsych.2010.05.012
Varhama, L. M., & Björkqvist, K. (2005). Relation between school bullying during adolescence and subsequent long-term
unemployment in adulthood in a Finnish sample. Psychological Reports, 96, 269-272. doi:10.2466/pr0.96.2.269-272
Velasques, B., Machado, S., Pae, F., Cunha, M., Sanfim, A., Budde, H., . . . Ribeiro, P. (2011). Sensorimotor integration and
psychopathology: Motor control abnormalities related to psychiatric disorders. The World Journal of Biological Psychiatry,
12(8), 560-573. doi:10.3109/15622975.2010.551405
Volk, A. A., Camilleri, J. A., Dane, A. V., & Marini, Z. A. (2012). Is adolescent bullying an evolutionary adaptation? Aggressive
Behavior, 38(3), 222-238. doi:10.1002/ab.21418
Weiss, E. M., Gschaidbauer, B. C., Samson, A. C., Steinbäcker, K., Fink, A., & Papousek, I. (2013). From Ice Age to Madagascar:
Appreciation of slapstick humor in children with Asperger's syndrome. HUMOR: International Journal of Humor Research,
26(3), 423-440.
Yip, J. A., & Martin, R. A. (2006). Sense of humor, emotional intelligence, and social competence. Journal of Research in
Personality, 40, 1202-1208. doi:10.1016/j.jrp.2005.08.005
Zelaznik, H. N., Vaughn, A. J., Green, J. T., Smith, A. L., Hoza, B., & Linnea, K. (2012). Motor timing deficits in children with
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity disorder. Human Movement Science, 31(1), 255-265. doi:10.1016/j.humov.2011.05.003

About the Authors
Stephanie Plenty’s main research interests address the importance of social conditions for positive development in both
clinical and non-clinical populations. This includes a focus on how psychosocial factors within the school context can influence
health and wellbeing.
Susanne Bejerot’s research interest is the relationship between motor skills and social rejection and bullying, across clinical
and non-clinical populations. The clinical populations consist of adults with obsessive compulsive disorder, autism spectrum
disorder and attention deficit disorder. She has also studied gender aspects in autism.
Kimmo Eriksson is a professor of mathematics. While a fan of humor, his main research interests are processes of cultural
change and the scope and limitations of game theoretic modeling of human behavior.

Europe's Journal of Psychology
2014, Vol. 10(3), 480–491
doi:10.5964/ejop.v10i3.749

PsychOpen is a publishing service by Leibniz Institute
for Psychology Information (ZPID), Trier, Germany.
www.zpid.de/en

